
 Fifth Grade  
 

 
 

                                     May 2020 

 Hello Parents,  

We hope that this letter finds your family healthy and settled into a “new normal”.  Over the last  
two weeks, teachers began teaching new standards in Language Arts and Math instruction.  New standards for 
Science will begin the week of May 4th and Social Studies, the week of May 11th.  
 
As a school district, we continue to work to offer resources that support learners at home through print and 
online opportunities.   Attached you will find lesson activities and support for you as you help guide your child 
through new learning.  This material will look different from the last two weeks in that there are specific 
activities for each lesson, not choice boards.  Your child’s teacher will also be providing learning support during 
this time.  
 
Please remember, all activities are optional and completed work will ​not ​need to be returned to school for 
grading or credit.  If you find you need more resources, please check the UCPS  EmpowerED Family Portal on 
our website ​www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917​. 
 

Stay safe and healthy! 
 
 
Estimados Padres, 

Esperamos que al recibir esta carta su familia se encuentre saludable y establecida en una "nueva 
normalidad". Durante las últimas dos semanas, los maestros empezaron a enseñar nuevos estándares en 
Artes del Lenguaje y Matemáticas. Los nuevos estándares para Ciencias comenzarán la semana del 4 de 
Mayo y para Estudios Sociales, la semana del 11 de Mayo. 

Como distrito escolar, continuamos trabajando para ofrecer recursos que apoyen a los estudiantes en el hogar 
a través de oportunidades impresas y en línea. Adjunto encontrará actividades de las lecciones y apoyo para 
usted mientras ayuda a guiar a su hijo a través de un nuevo aprendizaje. Este material parecerá diferente al 
de las dos últimas semanas en los que hay actividades específicas para cada lección, no tableros de elección. 
El maestro de su hijo también proporcionará apoyo de aprendizaje durante este tiempo. 

Por favor recuerde, todas las actividades son opcionales y una vez que complete el trabajo ​no​ necesitará 
devolverlo a la escuela para calificación o crédito. Si cree que necesita más recursos, consulte el Portal de la 
Familia EmpowerED  en nuestro sitio web​ ​www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917​. 

Manténgase seguro y saludable! 
 
 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917
http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917
http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917


Grade: 5th Subject: English Language Arts Week of: May 4 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

RL.5.2​  Determine 
a theme of a 
story, drama, or 
poem from details 
in the text, 
including how 
characters in a 
story or drama 
respond to 
challenges or how 
the speaker in a 
poem reflects 
upon a topic; 
summarize the 
text. 

Reading:​ Complete iReady Lesson 7 - 
Finding the Theme of a Story or Drama and 
the supporting activities.  (pages 120-121 
and 124,125,127)  
 
 
 

 

Answer Key: 

 

 
 

W.5.3​ - Write 
narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined 
experiences or 
events 
using effective 
technique, 
descriptive details, 
and clear event 
sequences. 
a. Organize 
information and 
ideas 
around a topic to 
plan and 
prepare to write. 

 

Writing:​ For the next several weeks, your 
child will learn how to write a historical 
fiction story. They will use their previous 
knowledge about narrative writing to apply 
when drafting their own historical fiction 
piece. 
 
Lesson 1:​ Discuss with your child a time 
period in history they have learned about 
this year or a time period they are 
interested in (American Revolution, Civil 
War, Colonization, etc…). Once you have 
chosen a time period to focus on, help your 
child begin planning for their historical 
fiction writing piece. They will need to first 
organize information and ideas related to 
the setting of  the time period they selected 
to prepare for their upcoming writing. Use 
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the graphic organizer listed under the 
“Lesson Support” column for this week to 
help your child organize their initial 
thoughts. 

L5.5a  
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative 
language and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 
● Interpret 

figurative 
language, 
including 
similes and 
metaphors, in 
context. 

Word Study:​ Complete iReady Lesson 18 - 
Figurative Language  
 

Answer Key:  
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Grade: 5th Subject: English Language Arts Week of: May 11, 2020 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

RL.5.2​  Determine 
a theme of a 
story, drama, or 
poem​ from details 
in the text, 
including how 
characters in a 
story or drama 
respond to 
challenges or how 
the speaker in a 
poem reflects 
upon a topic; 
summarize the 
text. 

Reading:​ Complete iReady Lesson 9 - 
Summarizing Literary Text and the 
supporting activities.  (pages 148-151) 
 

Answer Key:  

 

 

W.5.3​ - Write 
narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined 
experiences or 
events 
using effective 
technique, 
descriptive details, 
and clear event 
sequences. 
b.​ Orient the reader 
by establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator, and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

Writing: 
Lesson 2:​ Last week your child worked 
on planning out their setting for a 
historical fiction story. This week they will 
begin to organize their ideas about 
characters and events that will take place 
in their story. Work with your child to 
complete the graphic organizer to the 
right under the “Lesson Support” column. 
Make sure your child is remembering the 
time period they have selected when 
describing ideas for characters and 
events.  
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L5.5a  
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative 
language and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

Word Study:​ Complete iReady Lesson 
19 - Idioms, Adages, and Proverbs.  

Answer Key:  
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Grade: 5th Subject: Math Week of: May 4th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

 
NC.5.NBT.7 

Multiply 
decimals 

 
Explain how to multiply decimals using an area model by 
following the step-by-step directions on pages 2 and 3. 
Have your child practice solving problems this way on 10 X 
10 grids. 
 

 
10 X 10 grids (page 23). 

 
NC.5.NBT.7 

Multiply 
decimals 

 
Guide your child through the Represent Decimal Products 
Center Activity on pages 24-26. 
* This activity will help your child make a connection 
between an area model for multiplying whole numbers to 
one for multiplying decimals. 
* This visual model serves to reinforce place value 
understanding and understanding of the distributive 
property. 
 

 
 

 

 
Students will need to have a Directions 
sheet (page 24), a Recording sheet 
(pages 25 & 26), and one die (page 
27).  
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Represent Decimal Products Directions 
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Grade: 5th Subject: Math Week of: May 11th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

 
NC.5.NBT.7 

Divide decimals 

 
Work through Lesson 9: Divide Decimals on pages 12- 14 
together.  This lesson introduces several strategies for 
decimal division other than the standard algorithm, which 
students will learn in middle school.  

 
See the ANSWER KEY provided on 
pages 15 and 16. 

 
NC.5.NBT.7 

Divide Decimals 

 
Your child will apply what he or she learned in the previous 
lesson to complete the following tasks: 
 

1. Solve the Divide Decimals Word Problems on 
pages 17 and 18. 

2. Complete the “How Much Money” activity on page 
20. 

 
Encourage your child to refer back to the Lesson 9: Divide 
Decimals pages for support in completing these activities.  

 
See the ANSWER KEYS provided on 
the following pages:  

● Divide Decimals Word 
Problems- page 19 

● How Much Money- page 21 

 

29 



 

30 



 
 

 
 
 
 

31 



 

32 



 
 
LESSON 9 ANSWER KEY 
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Divide Decimals Word Problems Answer Key 
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How Much Money? Answer Key 
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Grade: 5th  Subject: Science Week of: May 4th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

Day 1 
5.P.3.1- 
Explain the 
effects of the 
transfer of heat 
(either by 
direct contact 
or at a 
distance) that 
occurs 
between 
objects at 
different 
temperatures. 
(conduction, 
convection or 
radiation). 

1. Hold up two cups of water, one half-filled with 
hot water and one half-filled with cold water. 
(equal amounts of water in each) Ask your 
child: If I could see the motion of the individual 
molecules in each of these samples, what do 
you think the difference in their motion would 
be?  

2. Ask: what would happen if equal amounts of 
hot water were mixed with an equal amount of 
cold water? 

3. Ask: what would the ending temperature be if 
the two cups were mixed together? 

4. Have your child record the temperature of both 
cups of water.  You could use the thermometer 
that you use when your child is sick or a 
kitchen (meat) thermometer. Then, using a 
third cup, pour both cups of water into it.  Have 
your child record the temperature of that cup. 

5. Have your child repeat the experiment again. 
This time have them use more hot water than 
cold water (or vice versa).  Based on what they 
learned previously, ask your child what they 
predict will happen. 

1. Your child should say that 
the cup with the hotter 
water will have greater 
molecular motion. (Your 
child should have already 
learned this.)  Use your 
kitchen faucet for the hot 
and cold water settings. 
You do not need to boil or 
freeze the water in this 
experiment. 

2. You may want to have your 
child sketch/draw Step 2 to 
show their prediction. 

3. Encourage your child to 
explain their prediction. 
Below is an example to 
support your child:  I 
predict that _________ will 
be the ending temperature 
because _____________. 

4. Your child should notice 
that the temperature of the 
third cup is somewhere 
between that of the first 
two.  More importantly, it 
should be the average of 
both cups of water.  This is 
because the cold water 
molecules sped up when  
the hot water was mixed 
with it.  Also, the hot water 
molecules slowed down 
when the cold water mixed 
with it.  This resulted in 
“warm” water with a 
temperature in the middle. 

5. Have your child explain 
why he/she predicted this. 

Day 2 
5.P.3.1- 
Explain the 
effects of the 
transfer of heat 
(either by 
direct contact 

1. Take out a box of mix (brownie, cookie, cake, 
etc.) from your pantry.  Ask your child to 
explain why different baking pans have 
different cooking times.  Then, ask them what 
this might have to do with heat transfer and the 
Energy & Matter unit. 

2. Give your child 4 cups of the same size with 

1. Different objects transfer 
heat at different rates. 
This is why a metal swing 
gets hot quickly or it is 
difficult to walk on 
pavement with bare feet in 
the summer. 
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or at a 
distance) that 
occurs 
between 
objects at 
different 
temperatures. 
(conduction, 
convection or 
radiation). 

different objects (metal, dirt, glass, paper) in 
them (examples include: sand/crushed rock; 
pennies; glass marbles; shredded paper; 
cotton balls).  Fill the cup with the designated 
material to the ½ way point. 

3. Have your child record the temperature (fever 
or meat thermometer from Day 1 will work) of 
each material. 

4. Fill a basin (or the sink) with warm/hot faucet 
water.  Carefully drop each cup into the basin 
so that it sits in the basin, but doesn’t float or 
fall over.  If you don’t have a basin, you can 
also place each cup outside in the direct 
sunlight.  After 2 minutes, have your child 
record the temperature of each item.  Continue 
having your child record the temperature of 
each item every 2 minutes for a total of 10 
minutes. 

5. Revisit the box of mix from Step 1.  Have your 
child now explain why there are different 
cooking times for the different baking pans. 

2. Explain that the heat will 
be transferred in this 
experiment through 
conduction.  ​This is when 
heat is transferred from 
one object to another 
through touch or direct 
contact. 

3. Your child should get room 
temperature (about 72℉) 
for each item.  

4. This experiment should 
reinforce that heat transfer 
occurs when heat moves 
out of the warmer object 
into the cooler object.  The 
objects that are good 
conductors (like the 
pennies and the sand) will 
transfer heat easily.  The 
objects that aren’t good 
conductors (like the paper 
and the cotton balls) will 
not transfer heat easily. 

5. Metal baking pans are 
better conductors of heat 
than glass ones. 
Therefore, they are good 
conductors and will 
transfer heat energy more 
quickly. 

 
Grade: 5th Subject: Science Week of: May 11th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

Day 3 
5.P.3.2- 
Explain how 
heating and 
cooling affect 
some 
materials and 
how this 
relates to their 
purpose and 
practical 
applications. 

1. Have your child read the ​Melting Matter ​story 
below.  

2. Have your child explain the difference between 
a ​conductor​ and an ​insulator​. 

3. Collect various items around the house that 
your child could test.  These may include 
fabric, bubble wrap, paper, and aluminum foil. 

4. Pour hot faucet water into 4 different cups. 
Record the temperature of the water for each 
cup using a fever or kitchen thermometer. 

5. Wrap one item from Step 3 around each cup. 
After 2 minutes, record the temperature of the 
water inside each cup.  Continue to take the 
temperature of each cup of water every 2 

1. There is a glossary 
included at the end of the 
story in case your child 
needs vocabulary support. 

2. This should be review. 
However, a conductor 
absorbs heat easily.  An 
insulator does not absorb 
heat easily (if at all). 

3. Have your child predict 
which item will be the best 
insulator.  Have him/her 
explain why they think this. 

4. Your child will need to 
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minutes for a total of 10 minutes. 
6. Ask your child why some cups of water had 

higher temperatures than others.  Ask them 
what this has to do with conductors and 
insulators. 

7. Have your child revisit the ​Melting Matter ​story 
from Step 1.  Ask him/her to explain what 
insulator he/she would place around the ice 
cream from the story to prevent it from melting 
the longest and why. 

record the starting 
temperature of each cup 
before continuing the 
experiment. 

5. The temperature of the cup 
wrapped in foil should 
remain the highest after 10 
minutes. 
 

Day 4 
5.P.3.2- 
Explain how 
heating and 
cooling affect 
some 
materials and 
how this 
relates to their 
purpose and 
practical 
applications. 

1. Ask your child to predict what would happen to 
the weight of ice cubes placed in a bag when 
they melt.  Encourage your child to explain 
why he/she predicts this. 

2. Fill a Ziploc bag with several ice cubes.  Place 
the bag of ice on a kitchen or bathroom scale 
and record the weight.  

3. Have your child record the weight of the bag of 
ice every 5 minutes until the ice has 
completely melted. 

4. Ask your child to explain why the scale 
displayed the same weight it did each time. 

5. Have your child conduct this same experiment 
again using other substances like: dish soap, 
lemonade, or ketchup.  Have them explain why 
the results remain the same. 
 

1. Your child may use the 
word “mass” instead of 
“weight.”  Let him/her know 
that this is fine. 

2. The size of the bag and the 
amount of ice will depend 
on the scale you use.  You 
can use a smaller bag for a 
kitchen scale, but will need 
a larger bag for a bathroom 
scale. 

3. The mass of the bag of ice 
should not change.  It 
should remain the same 
each time your child places 
it on the scale. 

4. Explain to your child that 
this is due to ​conservation 
of matter.  ​When water is 
heated or cooled and 
changes from one state 
(solid, liquid, or gas) to 
another the amount of 
molecules stays the same. 

5. Conservation of matter 
should apply to these 
substances (ex. dish soap, 
lemonade, or ketchup) as 
well.  Whether they are in a 
solid, liquid, or gas state, 
their mass (weight) should 
remain the same. 
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Melting Matter​ by Amy Hansen 
 
Want some ice cream? Don’t get it until you’re ready to eat because ice cream melts.  All of our food is made of matter. 
Some matter tastes really good.  Ice cream is made of matter. Matter is anything that has mass, or weight, and takes up 
space. Matter can be a solid, a liquid, or a gas.  Ice cream is a solid when it is cold. 
 
Matter can also change forms. Ice cream melts when it gets warm. It changes from a solid to a liquid.  Melted ice cream 
may still feel cool.  Ice cream is made of cream and sugar. But at a more basic level, the ice cream is made of molecules. 
Molecules are super-small units. You can only see them with a powerful microscope. When the molecules in ice cream 
are frozen, they do not move very much. A solid holds its shape. 
 
Atoms are tiny pieces of matter. They combine to form molecules. For example, every water molecule is made of two 
hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom.  If ice cream gets warmer than 32 degrees Fahrenheit (0 degrees Celsius), it 
starts melting. That means the molecules move more. They cannot hold a shape. Ice cream becomes a liquid.  A liquid 
cannot hold its shape. It spreads out.  When molecules are in a liquid state, they have more energy and they move 
around. 
 
Now freeze the melting ice cream. The molecules slow down. Ice cream becomes a solid again.  A solid holds its shape. 
The molecules of solids do not have much energy, so they cannot move much. 
 
If you stir sugar into water, it looks like it melts into the water. But it doesn’t melt, it dissolves. Dissolving is different than 
melting. The sugar and water molecules move together to make sugar-water. If you could take out the water, the sugar 
would still be there.  Sugar looks like it disappears in the water, but it is still there. 
 
Not everything melts easily. Look at the glass pan. Glass needs a high temperature, at least 1400 degrees Fahrenheit 
(760 degrees Celsius), before it melts. 
 
Other matter doesn’t melt. Wood doesn’t melt. It burns. We sometimes use it for campfires. 
 
Candles melt and burn at the same time. Heat from the flame melts the wax. Then, the flame burns the gas that the 
melted wax gives off.  Melted wax runs down the candles, but it will be a solid again as soon as it cools.  If you want to 
keep a candle from melting, you don’t treat it like ice cream. You don’t freeze it. You blow it out. 
 
1.Can you think of something else that melts, besides ice cream or candles?  
2. A bar of soap disappears when it is in water. Is it melting or dissolving?  
3. Wood doesn’t melt, it burns. Can you think of something else that doesn’t melt, but burns? 
 
 
Glossary: 
burns (BURNZ): set on fire in order to make heat or light 
dissolves (di-ZAHLVZ): seems to disappear when combining with a liquid 
freeze (FREEZ): to change from a liquid into a solid  
mass (MASS): the amount of matter an object has, usually measured in grams or pounds 
matter (MAT-ur): something that has mass and takes up space 
melts (MELTZ): changes from a solid to a liquid 
molecules (MAH-luh-kyools): two or more atoms chemically bonded together 
temperature (TEM-pur-uh-chur): the measurement of how hot or cold something is, usually measured with a thermometer 
 
MLA (Modern Language Assoc.) 
Hansen, Amy. Melting Matter. Rourke Educational Media, 2011. 
 
APA (American Psychological Assoc.) 
Hansen, A. (2011). Melting Matter. Rourke Educational Media. 
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Grade:  5th Grade Subject: Social Studies               Week of: May 4th 
 

Continue to use your choice board from the previous packet you received. 

 
Grade:  5th Grade Subject: Social Studies               Week of: May 11th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

5.C&G.2.1 
Understand 
the values 

and principles 
of a 

democratic 
republic. 

 

This week, your child will apply what they have 
previously learned about democracy in a sorting 
activity. As they complete the sorting activity, ask 
your child to read each statement and decide if it 
is a “truth” or a “lie” about our democratic 
republic. They will need to cut out each statement 
and sort them into the right column.  
 
Use the answer key provided to check your 
child’s work. Also, reference the guiding 
questions under the “Lesson Support” column to 
engage your child in further conversation 
throughout this activity. 

Guiding Questions: 
What is the difference between 
a right and a responsibility? 
 
What are foundational beliefs 
about democracy in our nation? 
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Democratic Principles Sorting Activity 

Directions:​ Cut out each statement and sort it under the “truth” or “lie” column. 
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Cut these statements out and sort them: 
 

People have the power.  Citizens 
make decisions. They vote for their 
leaders. 

Different people have different 
rights. 

The Constitution is considered 
perfect, so we cannot change it or 
change the laws. 

Election candidates are chosen by 
the government and they put only 
those names on the voting ballot. 
People vote using the names 
provided. 

Government leaders have the power. 
A few people make decisions for the 
country. 

Problems or questions of how the 
country is ruled are voted on by all. 
Some peoples’ votes count more than 
others.  

Problems or questions of how the 
country is ruled are decided by the 
majority through our 
representatives or general elections. 

All citizens must follow the same set 
of laws. 

There are basic human rights for all 
people. 

Elections are free and fair. Elections 
are used to select our 
representatives. 

The rich and poor have different 
laws to follow. 

As times change, the laws can 
change.  Even the Constitution can 
change. 
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Page Intentionally Left Blank  
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Parent Answer Key 

 

Principles of our Democratic Republic 

Truths      Lies 

People have the power.  Citizens make decisions. 
They vote for their leaders. 

Government leaders have the power.  A few 
people make decisions for the country. 

Elections are free and fair. Elections are used to 
select our representatives. 

Election candidates are chosen by the 
government and they put only those names on 
the voting ballot.  People vote using the names 
provided. 

Problems or questions of how the country is 
ruled are decided by the majority through our 
representatives or general elections. 

Problems or questions of how the country is 
ruled are voted on by all.  Some peoples’ votes 
count more than others.  

All citizens must follow the same set of laws. The rich and poor have different laws to follow. 

There are basic human rights for all people. Different people have different rights. 

As times change, the laws can change.  Even the 
Constitution can change. 

The Constitution is considered perfect, so we 
cannot change it or change the laws. 
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